Lymphocyte monoamine oxidase and plasma prolactin and growth hormone in tardive dyskinesia.
Twelve elderly women with tardive dyskinesia were matched with 12 patients without dyskinesia. Lymphocyte monoamine oxidase (MAO) activity and plasma prolactin and growth hormone concentrations were determined "blind" in these 12 pairs of patients. Chronic schizophrenic patients with tardive dyskinesia had significantly lower lymphocyte MAO activity as compared to controls. Organic brain syndrome patients with dyskinesia did not differ from controls in the lymphocyte MAO activity. These results with lymphocyte MAO parallel our earlier findings on platelet MAO. No significant differences were found between dyskinesia group and controls in the plasma prolactin and growth hormone concentrations. Possible implications of our findings are discussed.